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Abstract 

 This study explores the importance of fostering 21st century skills in the educational 

framework, focusing on a comprehensive approach to skill development for future educators. 

The research was conducted with 38 B.Ed. II-year students to examine how effectively these 

skills are integrated into teacher training programs. The study highlights the core competencies 

required for success in the modern world, such as critical thinking, collaboration, creativity, 

and digital literacy. Through a survey and interviews, the study identifies key gaps and suggests 

strategies for enhancing skill development. The findings show that while the importance of 

21st century skills is recognized, there is a need for more structured and dynamic incorporation 

of these skills into teacher training programs. 
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Introduction: 

 The 21st century is characterized by rapid technological advancements, globalization, 

and complex social changes, requiring individuals to be equipped with a diverse set of skills. 

These skills, often categorized as 21st century skills, include critical thinking, creativity, 

collaboration, communication, and digital literacy. These competencies are essential not only 

for success in the workplace but also for personal growth and active citizenship in an 

increasingly interconnected world. In educational systems worldwide, there is a growing 

recognition of the need to prepare students for the challenges of the future. Teacher preparation 

programs, such as Bachelor of Education (B.Ed.), play a pivotal role in fostering these skills in 

future educators. By equipping teachers with the necessary tools to integrate 21st century skills 

into their teaching methods, educators can cultivate these competencies in their students.The 

purpose of this research is to explore the effectiveness of current teacher training programs in 

integrating 21st century skills and to provide recommendations for a more comprehensive 

approach to skill development in education. 

Objectives: 

 The main objectives of this study are: 

1. To assess the level of awareness among B.Ed. II-year students regarding 21st century skills. 

2. To analyse how effectively 21st century skills are being incorporated into the B.Ed. 

curriculum. 

3. To identify the gaps and challenges in the current skill development approach. 

4. To propose strategies for improving the integration of 21st century skills in teacher training 

programs. 
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Research Methodology 

Research Design: 

 The study follows a descriptive research design, using both qualitative and quantitative 

approaches to gather and analyse data. The research was conducted with 38 B.Ed. II-year 

students at a teacher training institute. 

Sample: 

 The sample comprises 38 students (20 males and 18 females) enrolled in the second 

year of the B.Ed. program. These participants were selected using random sampling to ensure 

representation from various backgrounds and experiences. 

No of students Male Female 

38 20 18 

 

Data Collection: 

 Data was collected through a combination of surveys and semi-structured interviews. 

The survey included multiple-choice questions and Likert-scale items to assess the students' 

perceptions of their understanding and application of 21st century skills. Interviews were 

conducted to gain deeper insights into the challenges and opportunities associated with skill 

development in their program. 

Skill Area Awareness (%) Application in 

Curriculum (%) 

Gaps Identified (%) 

Critical Thinking 85% 

 

60% 40% 

Collaboration 75% 

 

55% 45% 

Creativity 70% 

 

50% 50% 

Digital Literacy 90% 

 

65% 35% 

Communication 80% 

 

50% 50% 

 

Data Analysis: 

Quantitative data from the survey was analysed using descriptive statistics, while qualitative 

data from interviews was analysed through thematic coding to identify recurring patterns and 

themes.  
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Data (Table) 1. 

 
Findings: 

1. Awareness: A high percentage of students were aware of 21st century skills, particularly 

digital literacy (90%) and critical thinking (85%). 

2. Integration in Curriculum: While the awareness was high, the integration of these skills 

into the curriculum was less than satisfactory. The highest integration was seen in digital 

literacy (65%), but skills like creativity and collaboration were only applied in 50% or less 

of the curriculum. 

3. Gaps: The major gaps identified were in fostering creativity (50%) and collaboration 

(45%), which were less emphasized in the teacher training process. 

4. Challenges: Students reported a lack of practical opportunities to develop these skills in 

real-world contexts, such as group projects and teaching internships. 

5. Suggestions: Students suggested that the curriculum be updated to include more hands-on 

learning experiences and collaborative projects to better integrate 21st century skills. 

Conclusion: 

 The study indicates that while B.Ed. II-year students have a strong awareness of 21st 

century skills, there are significant gaps in their application and integration within the teacher 

training curriculum. These skills are essential for preparing future educators to navigate the 

complexities of modern classrooms. It is crucial to adopt a more comprehensive approach that 

includes both theoretical knowledge and practical opportunities for students to develop these 

competencies. Recommendations include incorporating more collaborative and project-based 

learning, digital tools, and reflective practices into the teacher training programs. 
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